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EDITOR'S NOTES. 



We wish to make clear to our readers the fact that the 
Georgia Historical Society is not in politics. 

Certain newspapers and other publications have as- 
serted that this Society has officially criticised the two 
United States Senators from Georgia for their opposition 
to the administration's war policy. One of them, the New 
York Times, said "The Georgia Historical Society, a non- 
political body, finds the conduct of the Georgia Senators 'a 
matter of humiliation and just anger to patriotic Geor- 
gians,' " and quoted more from the article under review 
which we need not repeat. The Nation also made the mis- 
take of attributing to us the action taken by another body. 

The Georgia Historical Society is the publisher of our 
Quarterly, and we take this method of disclaiming any such 
action as that referred to. We are really just what the 
Times called us — "a non-political body" — and we stick 
closely to the specific purposes for which we were founded : 
"To collect, preserve, and diffuse information in relation to 
the history of the State of Georgia in all its various depart- 
ments, and American history generally, and to create an 
historical library for the use of its members and others." 

We have never entered into politics, and never will do 
so. The action in question was taken by a newly organized 
institution, with headquarters in Atlanta, which has un- 
fortunately adopted a name so much like ours as to cause 
all this confusion. It is called the Georgia Historical Asso- 
ciation. 

The Georgia Historical Society — ours — has been in 
existence since 1839, and we regret that certain persons 
have now organized and taken a name so much like it as to 
make this statement necessary. 



We are under obligation to Sir Gilbert Parker and to 
Professor W. Macneile Dixon, of the University of Glas- 
gow, for regular remittances of publications of great in- 
terest in behalf of the cause of Great Britain and the other 
allied powers in the present war. These come at regular 
intervals, and are full of matter bearing on the war, and will 
be very useful in time to come to persons desiring to read 
about the world war from every standpoint. 
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From the Hon. James M. Beck we have received a 
complimentary copy of his latest work : "The War and 'Hu- 
manity," published by Messrs. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 



Since our June number we have received the following 
exchanges : 

Chicago Historical Society Year Book, 1916. 

Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, March, 
1917. 

Bulletin of the Minnesota Historical Society, February, 
1917. 

Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, Oc- 
tober, 1916. 

Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical Society, Jan- 
uary, April and July, 1917. 

Quarterly of the Louisiana Historical Society, January, 
1917. 

Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, July, 
1917. 

New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 
July, 1917. 

Proceedings of the New Hampshire Historical Society, 
Vol. 5, 1905-12. 

Proceedings of 111th Annual Meeting of the New Eng 
land Society in the City of New York. 

Charleston, S. C, Year Book, 1916. 



QUERIES AJND ANSWERS. 



O. C. W. — In your Queries and Answers in the Sep- 
tember Quarterly will you please give the derivation of the 
name of our suburban village, Thunderbolt? 

The first time the name Thunderbolt appears in Geor- 
gia history is under the date of March 13th, 1733, when 
acknowledgment was made of the receipt from Mr. Sam- 
uel Baker of "a cask of potash made at Thunderbolt, in 
Georgia." Again, General Oglethorpe, on the 27th of Feb- 
ruary, 1735-36, mentioned the purchase of a cargo of pro- 
visions to be delivered at St. Simon's whither he went after 
having "passed by Skidaway and Thunderbolt." It is on 
the authority of Oglethorpe that the statement has repeat- 
edly been made that the place received its name "from a 
fall of a thunderbolt, and a spring thereupon arose in that 
place which still smells of the bolt." 



